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Speculations on EVP « S, Ae. Andrews

May I first thank those who kindly replied to my questions in a
previous Newsletter,

There was no particular brief for either cassette or r/r equipment,
as long as it was reasonably efficients But there was decided opin-
ions on the merits of the reception method. One researcher definit-
ely decried the use of the microphone elong, describing it as a come
pletly useless methode On the other hand another claimed the mic-
rophone was the @ly reliable and true way to successe Both researhers
gt voicese There was a general agrecement that background noise was
sometimes helpful, tut not asolutely necessaxye.

It would seem that if the voices wish to manifest they will do so
despite the method used, This being,so, could it be inferred that
the reception mechanism is not of such vital importance, and that the
voices can vocalise within the recorder itself by bypassing any form
offaerial' ? Has any researcher made successful tapes without mic,
diode etc attached ? I have not seen this stated in my readings.
(There have becn rare instances recorded of this happening - Alan)

I do mot go along with Gilbert Bomer's statement that a beginner to
BVP should not ask questions until he has read all the available lit-
erature on the subject, to avoid goinz over ground that has already
been established. I would much rather hear a statement from a re-
searcher within our Newsletter group than rely on the passages in

the books by, for example, Lyall Watson, Von Daniken, Colin Wilson,
etce who seem only to have cribbed from !Breakthrough' rather than
by personaly experiment.

A beginner may wonder why in view of the proliferation of voices,
(GB states he has recorded over 10,000) that not one of them (the
voic es) has seen fit to explain the techniques they use to broad-
cast or how they hear the researcher's questionss Replies to this
question oy Dr Randive do not seem to be positively informative
from a technical point of view. Even if the technique limits the
voice to fragmentary ejamlations, why mot at lcast in some sort

of running order, therty building up a complete explanatory sent-
ence.

Has ant researcher logged words that can be linked, despite the int-
erruption of other voices in between, during the same reception per-
iod, that could form a sustained statement of facts ? One must
accept that the voices exist on the t apes. Bowever, listening

to the 'Breakthrough" recorde issued by Vista Records, although
they aredaimed to be as clear as re-recording on sophisticated
equipment can get them, they still requi re the strictest acoustic
concentrations One vonders how confusing the original recordings
were,

By the way I foudd Gilbert Bomner's article in Pgychic News (29.478)
most enlihtening,

GB also suggested that NASA and kindred state organixzations should -
release details of any voices received on their highly evolved hard-
ware, used for space probes.

Thies is inferring that like the UFO problme the top brass know more
than they care to divulge.

I have spoken to someone who is knowledgable on these subjectg, and
has need to keep up with the latest scientific papers on a wide
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range of research, He stated that the present position is that a con-
timual amount of eosmic sound pours into the great radio listening

bowl (in Mexico, I think), but the problem is in try:ng to interpret
the babble of sound. There are no recognisable voices.

The beginner may therefore be forgiven in thinking that the more -
sophisticated the hardware the less personal and succesful the re-
search becomeseIt wouldbe interesting to know how many experimenters,
after a reasonable and serious period of research, DID NOT GET VOICES.
How could one find out ? If the percentage is higher than thoes who
do succeed does not the possibility arise that mman psychic sensit-
ivity plays a major part in EVP ? That a form a mediumship has developed
within the researcher, a sensitivity that he has not mentally realised
which can only manifest through electronic apparatus as gdirect voice
can through the trumpet or ouija board or pendulum®speak’.
The evp voices are there to be heard. The experimenter is there with
the apparatuse The desire to hear is there, sowhat is the link ?
If we discount the voices as being from the deady; extraterrestrial
entitiesy, subcomcious ESP,PK,; spirit guides, angels, demons extZaneous
electro-magnetic, cosmic and acoustic vib®ations, atmospheiric disturb-
ancesy force fields, bio-rywthms, mechanical abberations in the
apparatus, self delusion or psychologzical fraud, where else do we
look ?
So the beginner in his ignorance fecls free to ask questions and
without ay preconceived theories can delve into realms of specu~
lation vhich seem far removed from the normal paranormal lines of re-
searche This I am doing, It may turn out to be unregarding, but
the idea is exciting. If it comes to nothing it will at least be
one theory lesse.
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RECORDING EQUIPMENT - Tony Williamson, Nottingham,

In response to the questions in issue no 3 of the newsletter here is a
run dom of equipment I use for recording the evps

MICROPHONE: Kay KCM33 unidirectional, highly sensitive and with very
little background noise; RADIOs Bush "Sigma Four" ba.ttery/mains To-
ceiver, Receives t ransmissions on the Long Wave, Medium Wave, VHF/FM
and Aircraft bands. Signal stremzth meter (an important consideraiion
for interfrequency recording). OPEN REEL SPOOL TAPE DECKsAkai 4000 DS
MK1l. Low noise circuits and componants, high frequency response (up to
24,000Hz) . Two tape speeds - 33 and 73 inches per second. CASSETTE DECKs
Trio KZ=620 Dobby system for reducing inherent tape hiss, switch for
accomodating ferric, chrome and ferrichrome tapese PORTABLE TAPE REC °
ORDERS:s philips N2214 ba‘btexy/mains model. AMPLIFIER: Eagle A2006 out~
put power 50 watt (stereo 2x25 watt). HEADPHONES: Eagle G3000B A very
good pair of headphones capable of handling the higher frequencies.

The above equipment is used resulary for the recording paramormal voices.
The "Sigma Four" receiver is a recent acquirment, prior t purchasing
this I used an old "Sobell" radiogram, which, on occasiohs, received
voices of excellent audibility. The microphone is of the condenser
type, and has it's own built-in preamplifier worked off a 1} vold
battery. To date (June 1978) I have received apporx. 500 voices using
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The portable cassette recorders are used mainly for the copying of
voices only occasionaly are they used for outside work (it's been
my experience that these recorders can, on occasions, pick up radio
broadcast material. My usual procedure is to meke a recording with
the microphone switched off and if the recorder is in fact piocking
up these signals I either postpone the experiment or wrap the ma-
chine in some conductive material such as tin foil or find wire
mesh, This material should, of course, be ‘'earthed!).

I have fourd the spool deck to be of excellent quality both in de-

sign and performance. It's hizh signal to noise ratio and frequency
response make it an ideal instrument for recording the normal whisper
type microphone voice. The tw speeds of this recorder make it
possible to reporduce an evp recording at half or double speed, s voices
often apear at, say, 33ips when the actual speed used fr the recording
was T ips, or vice versa. The brand of tape I ueo is of the Low Noise/
Hi Fi types The quality of the tape is crucial wen using aassettes

(or spool tapes at the same speed ie 1Z ips) the cheap, usually un-
branded, type of tape leafes a lot to be desired, quality wise, when
using this tape for evp research. This tape is also usually found

to be abrasive on the recording side, leadig to premature wear of the
heads and tape guidese The brands I normaly use ar~ s Scotch (classic,
high energy and dynarange) BASF (LH, Chrome an¢ Ferrichrome) memorex
and Decca.

I think the most important points to look for when purchasing equipment
for recording the evp ares reliablility, high signal/moise ratio (some
where in the region of 55-65dB) and frequency response, in that order,

I think it wise to remember that a recomding system (source, deck, amp=-
lifier and headphones) is only as good asibts weakest link, ’ '
Since my research in Febhuary, 1977 I have used various forms of comm-
unication: radio,microphone, diode an. interfrequency, snd although

I've received the odd loud voice through the radio and interfrequency
methodsimy best results have come through the microphone. Some of

these voices are loud enough to be heard through the recorders speakoers.

I think the key to microphone recordings is to have soume sound availall e
for the etities to utilizey, I am currently doing experiments alorg these
liness So far I've hed some success using the middle range of frequencies
egs the tone signal transmitted by most radio stations before tey stast
broadcasting (this is a steady of note of around 1,000 Hz), The generated
noise mst not be too high however, it should be adjusted @o that it is
just andible to the ear, it's amazing how these noises can improve the
volume level of the voicese.

I have tried the diode method described by Randive in 'Breakthrough' but
have had little sucdess. We live quite close to powerful VHF transmitters
(Radio Trent and Radio Nottm)) ad these terd to break through when using
this method, so I have given it up.

I have just completed a C30 compilation cassette of some of my voices;

if amyone would like to borrow this tape, or exchange it, to ®mmpare with
their own samples, please write to me enclosing 3 x Tp stamps for
postage of the tapes My address is s T, Williamson, 21, Ashworth Close,
Colwick woods, Nottingham, NG3 TFR
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Answers to questions on page 6 of May 1978 Newsletter - Joel Honig, USA

1) (any other reasons a part from bad hearing why people can't hear voices)
Bad hearing is the main reason, or seems to be. Many people are so biased
against the evp that they wouldn't hear voices if they shouted.

2) (what type of recorder is best ?) The type of recofder is of little
import. Cassette is the most practical. Battery is far preferable to
line (mains); the latter can pick up normal signals.

3) (what type of mice is best?) I like dynamic microphones but doan't think
it makes too much difference.

4) (best brand of tape; any particular ?) No. But low-noise high out-put
tape is to be preferred.

5)(best wave band to use on radio?) The radio method is virtually yorthless
for any scientific investigation unless it can be employed under the most
stringeat and strictly c ontrolled laboratory conditions.

(Raudive himself used to tune to around 1400 kHz, merely because there
seemed to be the least mumber of stations broadcastin: around ther~ and
also because his radio got the best white noise (he thought) there. The
choice of frequency was largely arbittary, as far as I could determine.)

6) (is voice reception better after the recording has been going for s me
time ?) No. If anything, they seem to come when they want to.

T) (Does background music help ?) Background music is a waste of time and
impedes understanding of any possibly paranormal voices.

8) (have you considered alternative hypothesis to the survival one?,) Yes
I have considered others but the survival hypothesis has not been discouted.
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Replies Wy Gilbert Bonner, (questions above)
1) It may be that the receiver must be a natural wensitive or that problems
of hearing are of a phsyco-acouastic nature and that training can overcome

this problem in many cases, in time.

2) Reel to reol or cassette or both acheive good resul$s (two recorders
are needed to copy and repeat selected passages).

3) Microphones supplied with recorders usually seem ® give results. More
research on this needed. A radio-mic as used on TV would be interesting
to trye

5) Medium or short wave bands.

6) Depends if we establish contact.

7) All have been considered for years. There is no absloute proof tut
experienced researchers believe in 'survival hypothesis'.

8) The paranormal reality of the voices is 'established',
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9) Voices are heard on REPLAY are identified by REPEAT TECHNIQOUTS.

10) Serious research requires PATIENCE, time and trouble, and sincerity
and sometimes yearsof research,

11) We have linked with another dimension of existence.

TO GIVE YOU AN IDEA OF THT SORT OF OUTLINE AND PROCEDURE IN AN EXPERIM-
ENT WHEN STARTING HER™ IS A REPORT ON A FIRST TENTATIVE EXPERIMENT BY
BENNY BORRO7S @

On Sunday 2/4/78 using my sister's recorder I did my first test at 7.30pm
to 8pm using the ™o 1" method described in Richard Sheargold's very inst-
ructive booklets ’
Well, what I did was to tune in to 127 mhz on the "aircraaft band", start-
ed the recorder, amounced my name, addréss, time and date, and requested
any of my friends in the Spirit World to answer me; 10 mimtes later

I again spoke into the mic. saying "thank you filends".

Following thisy, I commenced playback; I received a lot of "white noise"
and traffic vheicle distortion interference, but alas no evp.

I then made a further announcement and proceeded as before until another
ten mimte period had elapsed but following another "playback" to no avail,
I then began my third and final attempt sneaking as before, and finally
at the end of thirtymimtes recerding closeddowm by saying "Thank you
friends and God Bless you'.

I then commenced a complete "“playback" with the following resultss

On the first ten mimites recordang I heard a distinct and distant

misical voice saying what I gathered was "Oh help mo"; a kind of sing
gong voicee I have played back this part aver and over again and

although the white noise is terrific I fedl sure I have heard a "voice".
Even though this is only my first inexperienced report, I am not at

this point maoking any claims, but I am encouraged by what has occured

up to nows Consequensly, I intend to continue using the no 1 method

(I think this should be the no 3 or interfrequency method - Alan), in

a different part of my house, away from external traffic distort noise
axgg in my report 2 I will hopefully have better results to tell you

about,

Bemy Borrows - South Wirral, - April, 1978,
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"VOICES" =~ THE LETTER PAGE !

Dear Alan,

As someone who is not pgychic, has no success with evp re-
cordings tut is extremely interested in the subject, I feel that Mr
Smith's comments (EVPN no 5) were nearer to the truth of the evp than
anything I have read so far,

I doubt vexry much whether the mntities will ever allow us to commnicate
with them at length by mechanicalmeans, it would be very arrogant of us
to assume that tlose who have passed to the Spirit World could be
commanded to speak to us and when we wished.

Fo. Jurgenson has, we are bld, had coumversations 'asting up to 20 mins._
but unfortunatly I have never leamed whether these conversations are
of any significance, but had they revealed anything of moment then
surely deotails would be published world wide ?-

However I look at EVP I cannot feel that it is a Questiin of reducing
the phenomenon to molecular biology, anti matter etc as suggested by
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F Jurgenson has, we are told, had conversations lasting up to 20
minutes but unfortunately I have mever leamed whether these con-
versations are of any significance, but had they revealed anythingz
of moment then surely details would have been published world wide ?
However I look at evp I cannot feel that it is a question of reducing
the phenomenon to molecudar biology, anti matter etc as suggested by
Gilbert Bonner as this reduces it to soemthing completely impersonal
which .osttresearchers I believe feel it is not.

(A letter by Thomas Maddock gave some very useful sugzestions for the
nevslettere Perhaps they will give others ideas ? - as many of the
sug.estions will be carried out in the newsletter it will also serve
as a "whats-to-come". = Alan)

le To suggest what kind of wquipment gets the best results,

2. What are the best listening times for the Northern Hemisphere,
in the southern ?

3. Some iMdecipherable messages given as they sound. Would some linguist
like to comment ? :

4. The m@ral aspects -~ are some 'evil'! spirits involved, trying to decive
us ?

5¢ Will evp put Spiritualists out of business ?

6+ What are the best methods for log:ing evp ?

7. An interview (possibly each month) with an evp researcher.

8. A review of books on evp,.

9« Repeats of evp references in the nress

10 A directory of evp researchers around the world,
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News comes from Nigel Matson of South Humberside of paranormal (")
music that was heard in the 1930's

A man (RF) swede bashing in the middle of a field approximately siz
miles from Lincoln experienced a peculiar phenomenon in the early
1930's. He heard classical music coming from nowhere. This was at

a time when transistor protable radios were unknown of, and most
wireless sets were indeed bulky to say the least. He was puzr~led

by this music and he wondered where it mame from. His theory was that
the music was emanatinz from a pylon in a nearby field, whichmight

have been acting as a radio meceiver. Otherwise there was no possible
explanation for the source of this musical emanation which ceased after
a few mimitess He never experienced the phenomena azaine.

Source: RF interviewed by N Watson in October 157/.
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EVP newsletter -~ a monthly issue @ £1,20 available from flan Cleaver,
12 Lime Tree Avetme, 01d Bilton, Ruzby, Warwickshire CV22 7QT.



