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Speculations on EVP s. A. Andrews 

� I first thank those who kind� replied to my ques tions in a 
previous Newsletter. 
There was no particular brief for either cassette or r/r equ ipment, 
ae long as it was reasonably efficient. Dlt there was decided opin.­
ions on the merits o£ the recepti on math>d. One r esearcher defini t:­
ely decried the use of the microphOne alone,, describing i t  as a eo� 
pletly useless method. On the other hand ano ther claimed the mic­
mphone was the 01ly reliabl e and true way to success� Both researher s 
got voices. There was a general agr0ement that background noi se was 
sometimes helpful, rut not ci>solutely necessaxy. 
It muld. seem that if the voices wish to manifest they will do so 
despite the method used. This being,so, could it be inferred that 
the reception me chanism is not of such vital importance, and that the 
voices can vocalise within the recorder i tsel£ by bypassing any fo:rm 
of' aerial* ? Has any researcher made successful tapes without Iirlc, 
diode etc attached ? I have not seen this stated in my readings. 
(There have been rare instances recorded o£ this happening - Alan) 

I do not go along with Gilbert Bonner's statement that a beginner to 
EV'P should not ask qu estions until he has read all the available l it­

erature on the su bject, to avoid goin� over ground that has alreatly 
been established• I would. much rather hear a statement from a re­
searcher within our Newsletter group than rely on th e passages in 
the rooks �J, fo r example, !vall Watson, :Von Daniken, Colin Wilson1 
etc. woo seem only to have cribbed from 1Breakthrough' rather than 
by personaly experiment. 

A beginner ma.Y w nder wey in view of the proliferation of voices, 
(GB states he has recorded ov er 10,000) that not one of them (the 
voic as) has seen fi:t to explain the techniques they use to broad­
cast or how they hear the researcher's questions. Replies to this 
question by Dr Raud ive do not seem to be. pos itively informative 
from a technical point of view. Even if the technique limits the 
voice to £ragnenta.ry eja41lations, why mt at loaot m some sort· 
of running order, ther'tfr bl.Uding up a complete explanatory sent­
ence. 
Has ant researcher logged words that can be l inked, despite the int.:­
er.ruption of other voices in between, during the same reception pel'­
iod, that could farm a sustained statement of fact» ? One must 
a ccept that the voices exist on the tapes. However, listening 
to the 1 Breakthroughtt recorda issued ' by Vista Records, al. though 
they are d. aimed to be as c lea.r as re-recoruing on sophisticated 
equ�pment can get them, they still requi re the stri ctest acoustic 
concentration. One mnders how confUsing the original recordings 
were. 
By the way I foudd Gilbert Bonner' s arti cle in Psychic �Taws ( 29. 478) 
100 st enlijltening. 
GB aloo wggested that l'TASA and kindred state orga.nixations should · 

release details of aif3 voi ces received on their highly evolved ham­
ware, used for space pro bes. 
Thes is inferring .that like the UFO p:ro blme the mp b rass know more 
than thEU care to divulge . 

I have spoke� to someone who is knowledgable on these subjactp, and 
has need to keep up wi. th the latest scientific papers on a wide 
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range of research. He s tated that the present positio n i� that a con­
tinual a.IOOunt of aosrnic sound pours into the great radio listening 
bowl ( in Mexico, I think) , but the problem is in ti"Y i_ng to interpret 
the babble of sound. There are no recognisable voices. 

The beginner may therefore be forgiven in thinking that the more 
sophisticated the hardware the less personal and succesful. the re­
search becomes.lt wouldbe interesting to know how many experimenters, 
after a reasonable and serious period of research, DID NOT GET VOICES. 
How could one find out ? If the percentage is higher than thoes who 
do succeed does not the possibility arise that human p�chic sensi t­
ivity plaz,rs a major part in EVP ? That a form a mediumship has developed 
within the researcher, a sensi tivi·cy that he has not mentally realised 
wl:ich can only manifest through electronic apparatus as cl:�rect voice 
can thro ugh the trumpet or ouija board or pendulum' speak'. 
The evp voices are there to be he�1.rd. The experimenter is there with 
the appa ratus. The clesire to hear is there, sowhat is the link ? 
If we discount the voices as being from the d ead, extraterrestrial 
onti ties, subcomcious ESP,PK, spiri. t guides, angels, demons extEaneous 
electro-magne tic, cosmic an<.1 acoustic vi b:eatio ns, atmospl).eric disturb-

ances, force fields, bio-�tbms1 mechanical abberations in the 
apparatus, self delusion or psychological fraud, where else do we 
look? 
So the beginner in his igno rance f'ools free to ask questions and · 
without arw preconceived thoories can delve into realms of specu­
lation v;rhich seem far removed from the normal paranormal lines of re­
search. This I am doing. It may turn out ix> be unr�ardingt but 
the idea is exciting. If it oomes to nothing it will at least be 
one theo:cy less. 

• •••••�••• o••••••••• •• • •• 

RECORDDTG EQUIPM:FNT - 'lbey Williamson, �Tottingha.m. 

In response to the ques'tions in issue no 3 of the newsletter here is a 
run down of equipment I use for recording the eV"pa 

MICRC'PHONE: Kay KCM33 unidirectional, highly sensitive and with very 
little background noise; llADIOa Bush "Sigma Four" batte:r�/mains re­
ceive:r. Receives t ransmissions on the Long Wave, Medium Wave, VHF/FM 
and Aircraft bands. Signal stre�th meter ( an impor tant considera·Gion 
for interfrequency recording) . OPEN REEL SPOOL TAPE DECKa.Akai. 4000 DS 
MKll. Low noise circuits antl componants, high frequency response ( up to 
241000Ha) • Two tape speeds - 3:i arxl 7� inches per second. CASSETTE DECKs 
Trio KX,..62) Do:bby system for reducing inherent tape hiss, switch for 
accomoclating ferric, chrome a.nd ferrichrome tapes. PORTABLE TAPE REC · 

ORDmsa philips N2214 battery/mains model. AMPLIFI:E�h Eagle Aa:>06 out­
put power 50 watt ( stereo 2x25 watt) • HEADPHONES: Eagle Q3000B A vel"'J 
good pair o.f headphones capable of handling the higher frequencies. 

The above equipment is used regula.IY for· the recording para.mrmal voices. 
Thw "Sigma .Fburn receiver is a recent acquirment, prior to purchasing 
this I used an old "Sobell" radiogram, which, on occasiohs, received 
voices of excellent audibility. The microphone is of the condenser 
type, and has it ' s own built-in preamplifier woiked off a li volt 
batteiY • !lb date (June 1978) I have received. apporx. 500 voices using 
this migmnbope. 
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The portable cassette. recorders are used mainly for tl1e ·copY ing of 
voices only occasionaly are they used for outsid.e m lit (� t'. s been 
II\Y experience that these recorders can, on occasions , pi�k up radio 
bro adc ast material. My usual proced ure is to make a recording with 
the microphone switched off anc if the recorder is in falit pioking 
up the�e signals I eith er postpone the experiment or -firap the ma­
chine in aome co nd uctive material such as tin foil or· find wire 
mesh. This material should, of course, be 1 earthed' ) . 

I have founl the spool deck to be of excellent quality both in de­
stgn and performance. It' s high signal to noise ratio rind frequency 
response make it an ideal instrument for recording the mnnal whisper 
type microphone voice. The tro speeds of this reooi'der make it 
possible to reporduce an evp recording at half or double speed, a:; voices 
often apear at, sa¥, 3£ips when the actual speed used :ffbr the recording 
was 7! ips� or vice versa. The brand of tape I uoo is of the Low Noise/ 
Hi Fi type� The quaJ.i ty of t he tape is cruciallhen· using e.assettes 
(or s:Pool tapes at the sa.me speed ie lfr ips) the c heap ' US!lall3 un­
branded, type of tap e lea:fes a lot to be d esired, quality wise, when 
using this tape for evp res� arch. This tape is also usually found 
to be abrasive on the recoroirtg side, leadtg to p rematu_re wear of the 
heads and tape guides. The brands I nonna.ly use arP t Scotch (class ic, 
high enerrt:§ and dynarange) BASF (LH, Chrome and Ferrichmme) me100rex 
and Decca. 

I think the most important points to look for when purohasing equipment 
for recording the avp area reliablility, high signal/noise ratio ( some 
where in the region of 55-65dB) and fr eq uency response, in that order.· 
I think it wise to remember that a reconling system ( sou:roe, deck, amp-
lifier and headphones) is only as good as its weakest link. 

· · 

S ince I:qy r esearch in FeruazY', 1977 I have used various forms of comm­
uni c�)�tiona radio,microphone, diode an,: interfrequenoy, Et¥1 although 
I 've r eceived the odd loud voice through the radio and interfrequency 
method smD\Y best results have come through the microphone. Some of 
these voices are loud enough to be heard through the recorders spe(.lkors. 
I think the key 't() microphone recordings is to have ooume sourxl availalil. e 
for the etities to util ize, I am c urrently doing e xperiments alorg these 
lines. So far I've ha.d·some s uccess using the middle range of frequenci es 
eg. the tone signal transmitted by most radio stations be:fore my start 
broadcasting (this · is a steady of note of around 1,000 Hz}. The g enerated 
noise must not be too high however, it should be adjusted go that it is 
just audi ble to the ear, i t1 s amazing how these noises can improve tm 
volume level of the voices. 
I have tried the d iode method described by Raudi ve i n  'Breakthrough' l:ut 
have had l it tle sucdess. We live quite close to powerful VHF transmitters 
(Radio Trent and Radio Nottm)) end these tenl to break through when using 
this method, so I have gi. ven it up. 

· 

I have just co mpleted a C30 compilation cassette of s ome of my voices, 
if a.eyone muld like to borrow this tape, or exchange it, to rompa re vr.i. th 
their OV111 samples, p lease write fu me enclosing 3 X 7p stamps for 
postage of the tape . ]zy address is a T. Williamso n, 21, Ashwrth Close, 
(l)l wick lll>ods, Nottingham, NG3 7FR 

. ..••• . .•.. ....•. � . . .... . 
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Answers to questions on page 6 of May 1978 Newsletter - Joel Honig, USA 

1) ( al'.\1 other reasons a part from bad hearing wlzy' people can't hear voices) 
Bad hear ing is the main reason, or seems to be. Many peopl e are so biased 
against the evp that they wouldn 1 t hear voices if they shoutEil. 

2) ( what "tirp e of recorder is best ? ) The type of recof'der is of little 
import. Cassette is the most practical • . Battery is far preferable to 
line (mains); the latter can pick up normal signals. 

3) (what -cype of mic. is best?) I like dynamic microphones but do.n't think 
it makes too much difference. 

4) (b est brand of tape; any particular ?) No. fut low-noiee high out-put 
tape is to be preferred. 

5) (b est wave band t o  use on radio?) The radio method. is virtually rorthle es 
for aif3' scientific investigation unless it  can be employed. under the IIk:>St 
stringe."'lt and strictly c ont:rolled laboratory conditions. 

· 

(Raudive himself used to tune to around 1400 kHz, merely because there 
seemed to be the least number of stations broaclcastini: around th er e. a nd 
also because his radio got the best white noise (he thought) th ere. The 
choice of frequency was largely arbi tila.ry, as fa:r as I could detennine.) 

6) (is voice reception better after the reco-rding has been gOing fo�� s:> me 
ti.Iii3 ? ) lb. If artYthing1 thEzy' seem to come when � want to. 

7) (Does background music help ?) Background music is a waste of t ia and 
impedes understanding af aqy possibly paranornk1l voices. 

8) ( have you considered al. ternative hypothesis to the survival one?,) Yes 
I have considered others but the surviv.u eypothesis has not been discou ted • 

•••••••• • •••••••••• 

Replies qy Gilbert Bonner, (questions above) 

1) It may be that the receiver must be a natural lU'ensitive or that problems 
of hear� are of a phsyco-acoustic'nature and that training can overcome 
this problem in many cases, 1£:. time. 

2) Re el to reOl or cassette or both acheive good results ( � recorders 
are needed to copy and repeat selected passages). 

3) Microphones supplied with recorders usually seem "t> give results. Mora 
research on this need�l. A radio-mic as used on TV would be interes1�ng 
to tcy. 

5) Medium or short wave bands. 

6) Depends if we establish contact. 

7) All have been considered for years. There is no absloute proof but 
exp eri enced researchers believe in ' survival l:zy'p:>thesis'. 

8) The paranormal reali "t1J of the voices is 'established'. 
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9) Voices are heard on REPLAY are identified by REPEAT TECHNIQU�. 

10) Serious research requires P.ATmTCE, time and trouble, and sincerity 
ani sometimes years of research. 

11) We have linked with another dimension of existence • 

•••••• ••••• • •••• • • • • • •• 

TO GIVE YOU AN IDEA OF Tm SORT OF OUTLTNE .Al-ID PROCEDURE I}IT AN EXP� 
ENT "WH:En� STARTll!G ImR"S IS A REPORT ON A FIRST TJ!lTTATIVE EXPERD.001T BY 
BENNY :OOR:SO:TS : 

On Sunda.Y 2/4/78 using nu sister1 s recorder I did my first test at 7. 3Qpm 
to 8pm using the "No 1" method described in Richard: Sheargold' s very inst­
ructive booklet. 
Well, whift I did vras to tune in m 127 mhz on the "aircr�laft band tt, start­
ad the recorder, annoWlCed rrzy- name, addr()ss, time and date, and requested 
arr:1 of friends in ·the Spirit World to answer me; 10 ·minutes later 
I again spoke into the mic. saying ttthan..l( you £±±-ends". 
Following this, I commenced platrback? I received a lot of "white noise" 
and traffic vheicle distortion interference, l:ut alas no evp. 
I then made a further announcement �i preceed�l as before until another 
t-en mil1llte period had elapsed but following another ••playback" to oo avail. 
I"' then began my thiro and final attempt s �ealcing as before, and finally 
at the end of thirtymiw tes recarrding closeddown by saying "Thank you 
friends and God Bl ass you". 
I then commenced. a complete "playback" with 1he following resul tsa 
On the first ten minutes recording I heard a distinct an<.l distant 
musical voice saying what I gathered was ''Oh help mo''; a kind of sing 
song voice� I have played back this part aver and over again and 
although the white noise is terrific I feel sure l: have heard a "voice". 
Even though this is only rey first inexperienced report, I am not at 
this point ooki.ng aJV claims, but I am encouraged by what has occureil 
up to now. Consequendsly, I intend to continue using the no 1 method 
(I thinl� this should be the no 3 or inter frequency method ... Alan) , in 
a different part of rey house, away from external traffic distort noise 
and in nzy- report 2 I will hopefully have better results to tell you 
about� 

Benny furrows - South Wirral, - April, 1978. 

• • o o • • • • • • • • • • • •••••••••••• 

'tv"OICES" - THE LEI'TER PAGE ! 

Dear Alan, 
As someone who is not pECTchic, has no success with evp re­

cordings blt is extremely interested in the subject, I feel that Mr 
Smi th1 s conunents (EVPl'T no 5) were nearer to the truth of the evp than 
anything I have read oo far. 
I doubt veiY much whether the :anti ties will ever allow us to comnnmicate 
wi. th them at length by mechanicalmeans, it muld be very arrogant of us 
to assume that th::> se who have passed. to the Spiri. t World could be 
commanded to speak to us and when we wished. 
F. Jurgenson has, we are t>ld, had cot!Versations :_asting up to � mins. 
but unfortunatly I have never learned whether these conversations are 
of any significance, but had th� re�eaJ.ed anything of rrioment then 
surely d2tails would be published world wide-?· 

· 

However I look at EVP I cannot feel that it is a questiin of reducing 
the phenomenon, m molecuJ,.ar biology, anti matter etc as· suggested b-.r 

·. 
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F Jurgenson has , we are told, had conversations lasting up to ID 
m inutes but unfortunately I ha.ve mever leamed whether these con­
versations are of a.r:v signi ficance, but had they revealed anythin g 
of mo ment then surely d.:etails ·would have been published w:>rld wide ? 
However I look at eV'p I cannot fee l that it is a question of reduding 
the phenome non to molecuar biology, anti matter etc as suggested b.Y 
Gilbert Bonner as this reduces it to soemthing completely impersonal 
which .nosttresearchers I believe feel it is not. 

(A letter by Thomas Maddock gave some very useful suggestions for the 
newsletter. Perhaps they· will give others ideas ? - as many of the 
sugcestions will be ccirried out in the newsletter it vrill also serve 
as· a "whats-to-come". • Alari) 

1. To suggest what kind of wquipnent gets the best results. 
2. What are the best listening times for the !-Torth�m Hemisphere, 

in the southern ? 
3• Some · dec ipherable messages given as they sound. Would some linguist 

1 ike io comment ? . . 

4• The +ai aspects - are s ome 1 evil1 spirits involved, trying to dec ive 
us? 

5• Will evp put Spiritualists out of business ? 
6. What are the best meth:>ds fo=':- log�ing evp ? 
7. An interview (possibly each month) with an evp :res earch er. 
8 • A r eview of lx>oks on evp. 
9• Repeats of evp references in the press 
10 A director.r of evp r esearcherP around the world • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • •  

l'Tews comes from Nigel Watsori of South Hu mberside of paranormal (?t 
music that was heard in the 1930's 1 

A man (RF) swede bashing in tm middle of a fi�ld approximately si� 
miles from Lincoln experienced a peculiar phenomenon in the early 
19.30' s. He heard class:iml music coming from nowhere o This was at 
a time when transistor protable radios were unknown of, and mo st 
wireless sets were indeed bulky to say the least. He was pu?.:":l ed 
by this music and he v.ondered where i-t came from. His thoo:cy was that 
the music was emanating from a pylon in a nearby field, VJhichmight 
have been acting as a radio �eceiver. Otherwise there was no possible 
explanation for the source of this musical emanation which ceas ed after 
a few minutes. He never experienced the phenomena again. 

Source& RF interviewed by �T Watson in October 19Tl • 

.. . ... . .. . ... . . 

EVP n ewsletter - a monthly issue @ £1�20 available fro m llan Cleaver, 
12 Lime Tree Avarme, Olcl Bil ton, R.lgby, Warwickshire CV22 1ctr. 


